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He slowly walks out onto the freshly- cut baseball field, not knowing what could possibly happen to him this time.  He’s been spat upon, been threatened, any racist name you can think of, it has been carelessly thrown at him, with no regard to how he felt.  Fans are outraged that the baseball officials have let an African American player actually participate in a professional baseball game; this is the first time, ever.  And Jackie Robinson sure won’t let it be the last time either.  He lets the saliva, and the names just slide right off of him, in one ear and out the other.  It can’t affect him now; he’s heard it too many times to let it influence him now.  This is the constant life that Jackie Robinson faced day in and day out but he still lived his life the best he could, and became one of the most influential athletes of all time.

Life Before Becoming Famous
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Jack Roosevelt Robinson was born January 31,1919 in the city of Cairo, Georgia.  Shortly after that, at the age of one, his father decided this wasn’t the life he wanted; he left Jackie and his mom.  As a young child Jackie’s mother moved him and his 4 other brothers and sisters to California in hopes of living a less racism filled life.  He immediately excelled in every sport he played receiving a scholarship for football, basketball, baseball and track and field and was the first and only to ever letter in each of those four sports at The University of California Los Angeles, UCLA.  Jackie actually thought that football was his sport, and he played professional football in 1941, but soon thereafter he was drafted by the army to go fight in World War II.  After he got back home from the war, that’s when the whole world got to know the real Jackie Robinson, and his athletic talents.

The Baseball Aspect

He got home from the war and was picked up by the Brooklyn Dodgers to play minor league baseball with the Montreal Royals in 1945. He had to work his way up through the ranks of minor leagues until he finally achieved his goal.  In 1947, he was moved up to the Professional ranks to play with the Brooklyn Dodgers.  He wasn’t accepted by practically anyone in the entire baseball community, even the majority of his teammates.  Every game, he had to ride on the back of the team bus, in the very back seat.  Some of the teams that had the Dodgers scheduled cancelled the game all because there was an African American on the opposing team’s roster.  He got beers thrown at him, names thrown at him, and spit was launched at him by fans, other teams, even some of his own teammates.  Not only did all that happen to him, but pitchers intentionally threw at him trying to intimidate him, and some furious fans even went has far as threatening to kidnap his baby boy right from his own home.  He had to endure all of this on a daily basis and he still managed to be one of the best players to ever step in between the chalk of any baseball field.


With every game Jackie Robinson made sure to give 100% effort in attempt to turn his own critics to the other side and join his beliefs.  He played every single pitch like it was his last and in the long run, all of the effort paid off for him.  To this day he holds numerous records with the Dodgers organization.  Even after almost 50 years since he has played, some of those records still stand.  He won the Major League Baseball MVP award in the year 1949 and he went to many all-star games, and won a few gold gloves during his tenure with the Dodgers.  He is still considered to be one of the best base stealers of all time as well.  He played with only one team throughout his entire career and this isn’t a very common feat.  In the year 1957, Jackie Robinson decided to end his baseball career and move on with other aspects of his life.

Life After Baseball



One of these aspects was his involvement in the civil rights movement in which he became active in during his career and then became more active when he had more time after retirement.  One of these civil rights movements that he participated in was when he led 10,000 high school students down the streets of Washington D.C. in hopes of integrating schools.  Also after his baseball career was completed, he eventually became the Vice President of the Chock Full O’ Nuts Corporation for eight years from 1956- 1964.  During this time in which he was Vice President, he was elected into the baseball Hall Of Fame.  The year 1962 is when Jackie Robinson was officially inducted and let his name forever go down in history.  Ten years after this, in 1972, Jackie Robinson died from symptoms of Diabetes.  The Diabetes had also taken his vision from one eye and the majority of his vision from the other eye. After his death, a junior high school in East Harlem named their school after him in memory of his life.

How Jackie Changed The World
Jackie will be remembered for his ability to swing a bat and catch a ball, which he was great at doing, but he will be remembered even more for the changes he made for each American.  Without Jackie, I bet I wouldn’t have some of the friends I do now, with his help in the civil rights movement, schools were integrated and allowed whites and blacks to get along together.  He also opened the door to allow blacks and other nationalities to be able to play in the major leagues.  With this move, he allowed even the younger African American children to have a role model and someone they can look up to and know led a great life.  He allowed them to be able to go play baseball or any other sport and not have to worry about what consequences they might have to come across in the future.  He was a great baseball player and even more, a great person.


Andre Robinson, a young African American baseball player, is stepping up to the plate to be the first batter in this game, the year; 2050.  The pitcher throws a speeding fastball right towards the catcher, but Andre connects and sends the ball flying over the wall for a home run.  He is embraced by black and white people alike.  Now his shear talent can simply be appreciated, without ever having to worry that he might encounter what his great- great- grandfather faced playing ball.  He knows all the difficult times he faced by lacing up the cleats, and he values what his great- great- grandfather went through to make it easier for him.  He has never been called a name, never had spit fly at him, or never has a drink been launched at his head from the stands, and this is all because of the great acts of his fore fathers.  Jackie Robinson made this chance possible for his great- great- grandson, and many more alike, he will forever go down as one of the most inspirational people to ever live.

(Andre Robinson is a created character and has no affiliation with the real Jackie Robinson, that I know of)
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Jackie Robinson was a very talented Athlete.
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Jackie Robinson, second from the left, accepts his induction into the Major League Baseball Hall Of Fame.











