Crash to Riches: The Kanye West Story

By: Clay Manges
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A college dropout, and fatal car wreck victim, Kanye West, has become one of the frontrunners in today’s hip-hop lifestyle.  His songs, instrumentals, and views are well- known throughout the hip-hop community.  He is an outspoken man whose hometown, Chicago, is the source for many of the songs he writes today.  Kanye persisted in many ways by rising to the top.
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He first made his producing debut on fellow artist, Jay-Z’s CD, The Blueprint.  This CD featured six tracks produced by Kanye himself.  After this, on October 23, 2002, he was in a fatal car accident that almost ended his life.  He had his jaw wired shut for about 2 months and recorded his first single, Through the Wire, with his mouth wired shut.  This single would later help him to sell his first solo CD, The College Dropout.  Kanye’s CD expressed some of his thoughts and feeling about racism, war, and religion.


Although he is most popular for his songs and instrumentals, there is also another side of Kanye that he has decided to express, his thoughts.  He says that he tries to make it so that everyone can understand him.  “I rap in such a way where the hood can respect it but I can sit right in front of a white executive and spit the exact same verse and he'll understand at least 80% of it.”  He speaks what he understands to be the truth.  He has also taken it upon himself to speak or rap about political issues in some of his songs.  In his song Gold Digger, he talks about the issue of “Marriage for money”.  He talks of how girls go for guys that have money.  

West is also a big leader in black rights nowadays.  He has been involved in many efforts to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina, a recent disaster.  George W. Bush has also been attacked in many of West’s recent songs.  


His songs also provide inspiration for people that don’t have much of anything.  His song Hey Mama, explains that struggle that he and his mother endured when he was a young child.  Kanye grew up in a house with no father.  This may have something to do with why he is so outspoken.


Kanye has also endured a lot of adversity being famous.  He is criticized about the clothes he wears.  His normal day attire consists of a pair of nice jeans or khakis and a Polo.  He has persisted and gotten away from the stereotypical rapper image.  The stereotypical hip-hop image  is a pair of baggy jeans, a large throwback  jersey, with a matching hat and shoes.  This may be another affect of his “momma’s boy” childhood.

But his deviation from the rest of the hip-hop community has somewhat helped him in the way he has performed.  It distinguishes him as an artist and puts him independently from all the other artists out there right now.  The fact that this African American man is not afraid to speak his mind is enough to give faith to any human that is afraid to   speak their mind.


He has found the time to enjoy the simple things in life, but also enjoyed the fine life of a millionaire at the top of his game.  He has already planned the names and releases for is third and fourth albums. He has affected me in the long run because I’m not afraid to speak my mind anymore.  Just listening to him speak his mind motivates me to tell people how I think, and not be afraid to speak my mind.         
In 2004, Kanye West was nominated for 10 Grammy’s �








