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The ground trembles as a train rattles by an old small house.  Its tracks lead down the bank of the river, and round out of site into the dense forest.  In the small house lay travelers, hiding in the dark shadows, cast by the dimly lit hallway.  The house owner brought the travelers food and water.  They’d been traveling all night.  Just before dawn, the travelers get up to leave.  Thanking the hosts, they walk out through the back door.  The travelers would have stayed, but they deeded to cross the river.  They were no ordinary travelers though.  They were runaways, and they were seeking freedom.  After they crossed the river, separating Maryland from Pennsylvania, they ran.  Not because they were scared of anything, but because they could.  They were free.  Free from work, free from enslavement, free from daily beatings, free from everything.  The only one who did not cross the river was a young African-American woman by the name of Harriet Tubman.

Harriet was born a slave in a small town in Maryland.  When she was five, she was given to neighbors of Edward Brodas, or Brodees.  She was not kept there though.  She was technically “rented” to them for a short amount of time.  She did mainly kitchen work and other household chores, such as cleaning bathrooms.  She was beaten regularly because she could not read or write down the chores that she was told to do.  When Harriet was seven, she started working in fields with farmers.  When young Tubman turned fifteen, things began to change for her.  After being hit in the head with a 2lb weight, not directly aimed at her, she became worth less and less to surrounding neighbors seeking her work.  She would black out for up to two hours before anyone knew what was going on.  When they did find out, she was beaten and sent back out to work.  After a while, Harriet’s old master died.  His son was able to sell her to a lumber merchant.  She was liked here and after some time, was paid for the extra work she did.  In 1845, Harriet married John Tubman.  He was a free black, but they did not stay together very long.  Tubman later found out that her mother was a freed woman due to the fact that her former master had died.  Harriet was born a free woman.  Harriet escaped from enslavement, and ran to Philadelphia.  
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She joined an abolitionist group that met in the city every Tuesday.  She helped get running slaves freed.  In the year 1850, it became illegal to help a runaway slave.  Congress had passed the Fugitive Slave Act.  After hearing about this, Harriet decided to join the Underground Railroad.

In 1851 she went back to Maryland, into Baltimore.  She retrieved her sisters’ family and crossed the border un-noticed.  Harriet Tubman made 20 trips to and from the south.  She helped free over three hundred slaves.  In 1857, Harriet lived in Auburn, New York, with her parents.  With every trip, Harriet’s reputation grew, and with every freed slave, her infamy also grew.  Once her death was given as a reward of $14,000, and her live capture mounted up to $40,000 !  “I ain’t nebber lost a slave, and I ain’t nebber run my train of da tracks,” Was a quote by Harriet before she died.  Abolitionists, like Susan B. Anthony, let Harriet use their houses as safe houses in the Underground Railroad.  The underground was not underground, but most of it was along the railroad tracks.

Harriet Tubman died a very filled woman on March 10 1913.  The things she have done affect everybody today. Without her, there could have been a lot more slaves; and the race for freedom would never have been started. The many slaves that she freed, which was over 1,000, the millions of dollars of property damage in the civil war, and everything else that she has done for the United States, will not leave the minds of us easily.
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