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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Mother of the Modern Day Civil Rights Movement” 

Known As Rosa Parks

Rosa Parks in the Beginning 
Many of us know Rosa Parks as the black woman who refused to give up her seat, on a bus, to a white man. But there is more to know about her than just the bus incident. Where did she live? What happened to her after the situation on the bus? What kinds of awards and honors did she receive? There are many questions to ask, and everyone deserves to hear her whole story.

Rosa Louise McCauley was born on February 4th, 1913 in Tuskegee, Alabama. When she was two years old her parents separated and she moved along with her older brother and mother, onto the farm that her grandparents lived on. At eleven years old Rosa was placed in a Montgomery School for girls. After 5 years of attending that school Rosa dropped out to care for her sick grandmother and mother. 

In 1932 Rosa married Raymond Parks, a barber and civil rights activist. As a couple they soon joined the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).  After being a member of NAACP for a several years Rosa was elected to be secretary. After being elected Rosa stated, “ I was the only woman there and they needed a secretary, and I was too timid to say no.” Finally in 1933 she finished her high school career and received her high school diploma.

The Aftermath

After being arrested and sent to jail, Rosa had to go to several court trails. Four days later Rosa was found guilty and had to pay a $10 fine and she also had to pay $4 for the court fees. Once this was over, it led to a boycott of the bus company, which lasted a total of 382 days. This brought the worlds attention to Rosa Parks and Dr. Martin Luther King. This ordeal ended racial segregation on public transportation and it is now illegal.  She struggled a lot through the years after the bus incident. White people still said bad things about her, and many people didn’t believe in what she did. Even though she struggled a lot through the years, Rosa still continued to fight just as hard and just as strong as she did before. 
Putting Back the Pieces

Rosa Parks and her husband, Raymond moved to Michigan in 1957, where later she was a staff member of US Representative John Conyers. When her husband died in 1977, she founded the Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self-Development. This institute holds annual summer programs for teenagers. This program is called “ Pathways to Freedom.” The kids get an opportunity to tour the country on transportation buses, to learn about the history of the world including the civil rights movement. After living a while in Detroit, Michigan Rosa went back to Montgomery to help support Dr. King in his demonstrations and civil rights marches. 

Rosa Parks is now called the “Mother of Modern-Day Civil Rights Movement.”  She single handedly led the Supreme Court in 1956, to ultimately declare racial segregation illegal on all public transportation. Rosa has changed many lives and she is considered a hero to many. 

Awards and Honors

Rosa Parks throughout the years has received hundreds of awards and honors. President Bill Clinton awarded Rosa Parks the Presidential Medal of Freedom award. He presented this award to her in 1996. She also received the Congressional Gold Medal in 1999, which is another important award she received.  Rosa deserves every single award and honor given to her because without her courage and bravery many African Americans would still be segregated today. 

Rosa Parks is one of the greatest women who ever lived. With her death on October 24, 2005 her casket was placed at the nation’s capitol. She was the first black woman to be placed there. This place in Washington D.C. is normally reserved for only presidents who die, but this

was a special occasion to remember Rosa Parks. She has affected many lives today, and lets all remember her for her bravery and courage on that fateful day. She has affected me today because now I see that one person can really change the world. She also changed my definition of courage because I use to say that courage was being able to do something that you normally wouldn’t do, but now I see that courage is standing up for yourself and the others around who are to afraid to do so. Rosa Parks has really changed my life today.

Article written by: Paige Johnson

Resources

Reynolds, Wane. "Academy of Achievement." Rosa Parks. 2 Nov. 2005. The Catherine B. Reynolds Foundation. 7 Feb. 2006 <www.achievement.org/autodoc/page/par0bio-1>.
Meet Rosa Parks. Feb. 2000. 7 Feb. 2006 <teacher.scholastic.com/reasearchtools/articlearchives/honormlk/>.
	Rosa Parks. 10 Feb. 2005. Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. 7 Feb. 2006 <en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosa_Parks>. 

Haskins, Jim. Rosa Parks: My Story. New York City: Dial Books, 1992.






The Bus Incident





The bus situations back then were a little awkward. The first four rows of seats were always reserved for the white people. The black section was located, normally, in the back. But occasionally they were allowed to sit in the middle as long as there were enough seats for the white passengers. On rare occasion blacks were made to get off the bus by exiting through the rear door.  On that fateful day of the bus incident many things happened and it was full of chaos.  It all started when Rosa was seated down in her seat, the bus driver came up to her and several other black passengers and asked them to get up and move. But Rosa just sat there, while the other three moved. The driver asked her again, “Why don‘t you stand up?” Rosa said to him firmly, “I don’t think that I should have to get up.” The driver warned her that he would have to call the police and have her arrested. But Rosa still did not move, so the bus driver was forced to call the police and inform them of the situation. Rosa was arrested that same day and was put into jail. 


What Happened On That Fateful Day?





�














(((((((((((((((                               2                               (((((((((((((((
(((((((((((((((                             1                           
(((((((((((((((

